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WE NEED YOU 
After 5 months of absence the  Galmington and Comeytrowe News is 
back in its paper version. We hope you enjoyed reading the online 
version of the News, which will continue to be online where you can 
read both past and present editions. However, for the paper version 
of the News to get back to everyone in Galmington and Comeytrowe 
we do need your help, please. 
 

We need URGENTLY, people to deliver the G&C 
News to houses in these roads and buildings: 
• Essex Court, Wiltshire Court, Ilford Court, 
and Suffolk Court 
• Essex Drive, Wiltshire Close, Hillside Gardens 
• Burgess Close,  Queensway (part) 
• Westfield Close,  Comeytrowe Lane (part) 
• Highfield 
 

Please ring Simon on 01823 252604 for more information or send an 
email to hello@gcnews.co.uk 

Thank you. 
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News from the Pews 
With Reverend Justine 

There has been a thing on TikTok where the young write the song that reflects how 
they feel about 2020, thus far. 
Each song is pretty much incomplete. Because who knows what is around the corner? 
right? Who does? 
 
We have had the huge fires in Australia which dominated our screens and our thoughts 
at the turn of the year then World War 3 threats, then Covid-19 jumped on board, then 
we had global uproar at the death of George Floyd, on the street whilst in police 
custody. And the ensuing ‘BLM’ marches. Plagues of locus in Africa and white-faced 
hornets in America. Since then we have had alien sightings and the return of the Loch 
Ness Monster. And then Beirut, and the explosion that has destroyed a city and made a 
vulnerable people more vulnerable. 
 
These TikTok videos are significant though, not just because they provide a platform for 
a young person’s confusion and sometimes, but not always , their creative skills, but 
because they reveal to us that unusually the global situation has been much more 
prominent in our minds than our own individual, more localised, lives. When was the 
last time you saw this, not simply a few days or weeks ago, but now, for the better part 
of the year? 
 
What is also important, is taking out the alien sightings over Edinburgh and the return 
of the Loch Ness Monster, globally these concerns have been the same, if not magnified 
by locality. The same. Not polarised by side. 
 
The kids on TikTok, have nailed it. In 2020, we have been part of a huge thing; we have 
realised our common humanity. A common humanity that was reflected too, across the 
world in the church’s calendar when Isaiah writing 3000 years ago, spoke of all people 
meeting on God’s holy mountain. One people in the presence of God. 
 
But the TikTok videos do not stop there; 2020 is not yet over. We should not stop here 
either. As things go back to the new normal we are reminded to live and to act and to 
love one another—  at home and around the world as ‘One people’. 2020 is not over 
yet, let us continue to live it as one, with care and concern for our global wellbeing. 
 
Much love, 
Revd Justine 
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 Games 

Church Notices 
Please Join us for a variety of worship 
Online Worship, our Regular Worships are available on: 
 
YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswdpOyzh0CUvmvsBJkvxIQ?view_as=subscriber 
Rev J Woo, St Michael's Church, Galmington,Taunton 
 
Facebook: St Michaels, Galmington page: 
Wednesdays and Fridays: 6.30 - Northumbria Community Evening Prayer 
Sundays: 10 am - Holy Communion Service 
 
In Church 
Please bring a mask with you. Hand sanitiser will be provided 
Thursday 10am a spoken service of Morning prayer 
Sunday 6pm ‘@St Michael’s, a contemporary service of fun, reflection, action and 
contemplation. 
 
Private Prayer 
Church remains open for private prayer Tuesday 9.30-1.30 and Thursday 11-1.30 
 

— 
Other Notices 
The Bookstall, Foodbank and pet food collection remain outside (weather permitting). Thank 
you all for your amazing support in keeping these things going during lockdown and 
continuing to do so now, post lockdown. 
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IN the BOOK CORNER 

With Jim 

Since I did my last book review, I’ve been dragged back to work from furlough, and haven’t 
actually read a book. I’ve started and abandoned a couple, but not actually finished one. Not 
to worry I thought, I have until the end of the month to find a good one and write up a 
review. You can imagine my shock when the very demanding (and slightly terrifying) Editor 
of the Galmington and Comeytrowe News told me that the deadline had changed as they’re 
going back to a printed version following lockdown (but hooray for some sort of normality 
returning). 
 
So, instead of doing a book review, I thought I would do a review on one of my favourite 
authors instead – Dean Koontz. I have previously reviewed one of Mr. Koontz’s works, which 
I’m sure the Head of Online Operations at G&CN would be able to direct you to in the 
archive section if you ask him, or one of his team, nicely. 
I first came across Dean Koontz when I was an unwashed teenager, collecting piles of plates 
and half-drunk cups of tea in the pit that I used to call my bedroom. Koontz’s genre of 
writing falls well and truly into the science-fiction realm – not the little green mankind – but 
he cleverly uses everyday type characters in his plots, so that (for me at least) you can 
almost half believe his tales might be true.  
He has written a couple of series of books (based on the same characters), as well as 
countless standalone novels. I won’t be able to review all of my preferred ones here, so 
Google for synopses, but my favourite standalones include: Phantoms, Lightening, Fear 
Nothing, Dragon tears, Sole Survivor, Relentless and Dark Rivers of the Heart; and favourite 
series include the Odd Thomas collection, and the Jane Hawk set. 
 
I think what draws me most to his work is the believability of his characters, almost from the 
first page they have soul, personality and relatability, and as a reader this is one of the key 
elements that I look for in a good read. I should point out that by his own admission, and 
confirmed by me, he has also written a couple of novels that are best left collecting dust at 
the bookshop. Thankfully, these are in the minority (I can only think of one actually) but do 
check out online reviews first to help you spot these. You’ll also spot some similarities 
between his books (most of the characters have a pet dog, and at least one character in the 
books drives a certain type of Ford Car; and there’s usually some sort of conspiracy plot 
being undertaken by rogue government agents). Personally, I like this, as it is like a thread 
that connects his writing together. 
 
So, if you like stories that have a sci-fi twist, or enjoy reading about secret weapons that 

governments have hidden from the general populace, or even just something unusual to 

escape everyday life, I would encourage you to give his work a go (or maybe suggest to a 

smelly teenager of your own). In the meantime, I’ll make sure I read a book from cover to 

cover by the next issue.   
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J Warman Carpentry & 
Property Maintenance 

 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO 
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

 
•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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Local History 
with Nick Chipchase 

 

Galmington 1908 
The floral arch was erected at the end of Comeytrowe Lane to celebrate the wedding of Miss 
Dorothy Edwards, the local Sunday school teacher, to Mr Harry Thomas of Tangier House. 
Miss Edwards trained the choir and acted as an organist. Upon marriage, she gave up her 
positions ( probably that was compulsory ) and was gifted a jug and spirit lamp on a stand by 
an appreciative party of parishioners and children including the vicar Rev. J. M. Bastard. 
Harry Thomas was gifted a solid copper table heater and kettle from the employees at his 
fathers' posting establishment. The wedding took place on a Wednesday at Wilton Church. 
Jewell's Farm in the background was subsequently replaced by modern houses. The Sunday 
school building was a short way along Comeytrowe Lane just behind the photographer's 
standing point. John Jewell was listed as a haulier at Galmington in 1902 when the hamlet of 
Galmington was part of Bishop's Hull parish. 
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional and water fed pole system cleaning service. 
Domestic and commercial properties, cleaned inside and out. 

All window sills and frames wiped. 
Regular, reliable, high quality service to suit your needs 

Also conservatory roofs, fascias, soffits gutters and patios. 
We clear and unblock gutters too. 

 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 

Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 
Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 

Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 
Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 

Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 
24 Hour Call Out Service 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 

 
Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk                                                                                             

mailto:office@randdelectrical.co.uk


8 

In your garden 
with Lily Summerleaze 

 

The Herbal Tea Garden 
Growing your own tea, well, that sounds interesting. So if you enjoy a nice cup of herbal tea 
then this is something for you to try. 
 
Chamomile 
Chamomile is a herb that comes from the daisy like flowers of the asteraceae planta family. 
It has been used for hundreds of years as a natural remedy for various health conditions. 
Nowadays it is associated with calm and relaxation.  A drink before bedtime to help you 
sleep. 
Sow some seeds in the spring in pots or trays, cover with a thin layer of vermiculite and put 
them in the greenhouse or a propagator. Pot on into individual pots and then when the 
plants are large enough plant them out. They love the sun, need regular watering and some 
trimming. The plants should last you many years. 
How to make the tea? Pick the flowers in the summer, dry them indoors and then infuse a 
few in hot water when you want to relax. 
 
Lavender 
Either grow your own plants or buy some small 
plants. Lavender loves full sun, well-drained soil, 
and plenty of water. To make the tea, pop a few 
fresh buds into the hot water and allow it to 
infuse for several minutes. 
 
Thyme 
Buy a plant at the garden centre. And like 
lavender and chamomile it enjoys well drained 
soil, a sunny spot and regular watering. To make 
the tea pop a few sprigs into a cup of hot water, 
allow it to infuse. Thyme can be dried as well 
and kept in a jar until you need it. 
 
Mint 
Easy to grow and look after. Buy a plant and you 
will have mint forever afterwards. Mint tea is 
good for tummy upsets and colds. 
Pick the leaves, give them a rinse and then into 
the tea pot or cup of hot water; Leave to infuse 
for a few minutes. Enjoy!!! 
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KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
 Chainsaw Qualified 

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
Fence Painting etc 

  
Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 

 Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Contact Charlie 
Mobile: 07719337123 Home: 01823 334592 

Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 

Competitive Prices All Year Round! 

LES MARSH CARPETS 
 

Wide Selection of Flooring Samples Available 
Kamdean Flooring, Vinyl & Natural Flooring 

Remnants & Roll Stock Available 
Estimating 7 Fitting Service 

Property Letting Specialists & Insurance Work Undertaken 
 

Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff 
Family Run Company Since 1979 

 
Visit Our Extensive Showroom 

With Easy Parking 
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ 

Open: Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm 
For our free estimation service call 01823 335952 or email 

lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com 
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John Hunt 

Antisocial behaviour on the rise. 
On a daily basis, I’m receiving messages, emails and many phone calls from residents 
informing me about anti-social behaviour: littering, criminal damage, noise, speeding; the 
list seems endless. 
 
At the time of writing (Sunday 9th August), I’ve had reports of pills being ‘placed’ on leaves 
in or near the Netherclay Woodland.; youngsters swimming in Norton Brook; the finding of a 
large quantity of drawing pins both in and out of the water. 
There has been yet another report of criminal damage in the grounds of Bishop’s Hull 
Primary School, the second in a week; more damage in the child’s play area in the centre of 
Bishop’s Hull and youngsters climbing on the open barn roof at Longrun Meadow and bad-
mouthing passers-by, who are concerned for their safety and upset at the malicious damage 
being caused. 
 
Then there are the parties which are taking place at Netherclay Woodlands; the noise so 
loud it could be heard far and wide and of course, a mountain of litter left behind. 
Countless calls and reports of groups of youths out of control, being very rude to anyone 
who dares to question their actions. This in particular, has become more prevalent since lock
-down and is a regular occurrence throughout our area, again mostly on our green spaces. 
 
Noisy cars and motorbikes speeding in built up areas, with complete disregard to the speed 
limit or the safety of others. This is particularly frustrating, as this selfish behaviour is also 
disturbing residents late at night. 
 
The Police are doing their best, however they are stretched to the limit. If you witness 
incidents similar to those above, please contact the Police using the non-emergency 101 
number.  
They welcome your call, so please don’t feel you’re wasting their time. When calling, you 
can remain anonymous and of course it would help them if you have descriptions, car 
numbers, photos, CCTV, times, locations, in fact anything that will make it easier for them to 
act upon your information.  
 
Litter, broken glass, clothing and yes, I did say clothing, left everywhere. I’m regularly 
informed about these issues, again mostly occurring in our green spaces. Reports from the 
Park in Galmington of cans torn apart, dangerously left on the ground, along with wipes, 
sanitary towels, used face masks…Why are people doing this? Similar issues in French Weir 
Park, used face masks and gloves, together with broken glass found in the children’s play 
area. 
 
Let’s have more litter bins you say and yes that will certainly help, bins with lids. However, I 
doubt the main perpetrators will bother using them.  
Could I politely suggest to those few who do leave their litter behind, or dump it beside a full 
bin, that if you can’t find a bin or the bin is full, please take your litter home with you. The 
same applies to Dog bins. 
Take Care, stay safe. John Hunt 
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Mental Health & Wellbeing 
with Sharon Dyke (HPD) 

Have you had to change your summer plans? 
August brings the excitement of summer. Most people love this time of the year, longer 
evenings, sunshine, music festivals, holidays, barbecues, and trips to the beach. The summer 
is here but we are still adapting to the "new normal" and you may be feeling disappointed 
that your summer plans are not as you had hoped this year. 
  
It's OK to feel anxious in response to this uncertainty and the sadness relating to the loss of 
our plans. You may be angry at the situation and how our lives have changed beyond our 
control.  However, you can gain some control back over your life by focusing your energies 
on creating the best possible summer for you.  
 
This article explores how movement and fitness can improve your mental health. Imagine if 
there was a pill that would make you healthier, smarter, and happier! A pill that made you 
age more slowly and even improved your memory!  I think there would be a pretty long 
queue, even if you did have to stand 2 meters apart. 
  
However, there is another way to achieve these outcomes, its a set of organising ideas that 
provides a holistic, scientific framework for understanding the way that individuals and 
society work. This framework encompasses the latest scientific understandings from 
neurobiology and psychology, as well as ancient wisdom and original new insights. Human 
beings come into the world with a given set of innate needs, together with innate resources 
to support them to get those needs met. Physical needs for nutritious food, clean water, air 
and sleep are obvious, and well understood, because when they are not met people die, but, 
there is one overwhelming factor that keeps us functioning at our best and that is 
movement. 
  
The Brain-Fitness Connection 
Dr Ratey MD Harvard has established himself as one of the world’s foremost authorities on 
the brain-fitness connection. He says: “Moving your body, moving the muscles, pushing 
yourself to do something more than you did before, boosts our capacity for focus and 
learning and lifts our mood”. 
  
Physical activity is nature’s way of preventing stress, exercise can ward off the negative 
effects of chronic stress and even reverse them. Studies show that people who add physical 
activity to their lives become more socially active, increasing their confidence and helping to 
build social connections. The recent government report from ‘Moving Communities’ shows 
that the growth of group exercise in the UK has provided much needed social connection 
and feelings of togetherness which are so important in reducing loneliness. 
  
As with any new goals the best advice is to start small, build your fitness slowly. Walk before 
you run, find an activity you enjoy and make it a regular part of your routine. One of the best 
things about physical activity is that there are many options. You just need to find the one 
that suits you. 



13 

 
 

Tel: 01823 271 045 
Mobile: 07966 630 133 
Email: nmehrlich@btinternet.com 

| Plumbing & Heating 

| Gas Services 

| Kitchens 

| Bathrooms 

| Underfloor Heating 

| Powerflushing 
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Galmington Lodge: Part 3 
with Priscilla Ryan 

Parts I and 2 about  Galmington Lodge may be read online at www.gcnews.couk 
 
By 1871 a new family was living there. The Lodge was now the home of Joseph Houghton 
Spencer and his wife Harriet.  
 
Like Octavius Walter, Joseph Houghton Spencer was a local man. His father, John Ward 
Spencer, was the vicar at St Georges, Wilton, which was about two miles away from 
Galmington Lodge.  Reverend  Spencer had been ministering at St Georges since 1842, first 
as the curate and then as the vicar. He remained at St Georges until his death in 1885. On 
December 23rd 1861,  the day of Prince Albert’s funeral he preached a sermon on 1 
Thessalonians iv  entitled Christian Sorrow for the Pious Dead.  
 
Joseph was the eldest son of the family and in 1861, aged 17 he was a surveyor architect 
pupil. In 1871 he was married to 29-year-old Harriet and living at Galmington Lodge. They 
had a one-year old daughter, Mary. Also living with them were Harriet’s unmarried sister and 
two servants. By 1874 they had three children, Mary, John, and Edward born in that year.  
Mrs Spencer hired a young woman, Eliza Hill to act as nursemaid to the new baby. Eliza’s 
wages were somewhere in the region of £6 to £12 a year about £750 to £1500 in today’s 
money. Her wages amounted to a few pence per day. Surrounded by the material wealth 
and the presence of pretty things in the household Eliza succumbed to temptation and stole 
some of her mistress’s belongings. She took a fancy to a piece of Honiton lace and made 
herself a necktie with part of it. Mrs Spencer noticed the absence of her lace and also the 
presence of some lace around her nursemaid’s neck; lace which had the same pattern as her 
missing piece. She questioned Eliza about the lace, but she denied all knowledge. A search 
through Eliza’s belongings came up with nothing untoward. Eventually Eliza’s nerve gave way 
and she confessed and begged Mrs Spencer’s forgiveness. All the items she had stolen were 
recovered from under the tree where she had hidden them. The Taunton Courier and 
Western Advertiser of 23 September 1874 has a long account of the court case. Eliza was 
charged with stealing two yards of lace value 12 shillings(60p) (£37); a child’s frock value two 
shillings (10p) (£6); a piece of muslin value one shilling (5p) (£3); two pairs of baby’s socks 
value three shillings (15p) (£9); plus other articles of clothing (not itemised in the newspaper 
account). 
 
Harriet Spencer gave evidence to the court. She said that the prisoner had been in her 
service as a nurse for five weeks and that her suspicions were aroused when her Honiton 
lace went missing. Harriet told the court that Eliza had asked for forgiveness but that she felt 
it was her duty to punish her servant as an example to other servants and as a protection to 
other mistresses. Mr Taunton, the Spencer’s barrister, at Joseph Spencer’s instigation 
‘strongly recommended the prisoner to mercy’.  The magistrates considered all the evidence 
and sentenced Eliza to two months in prison with hard labour. At the same time the 
chairman commented that ‘Mrs Spencer had done very well, and that of other people were 
to do the same it would tend to the diminution of dishonest practices.’  
Continued on page 16 
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Oven Angel 
 

Is your oven a devil to clean?... 
Then call in the Oven Angel. 

 
Friendly, reliable & 
professional lady. 

 
Qualified, Insured & CRB checked. 

 
All types of oven, hobs & extractors 

cleaned. No job too small. 
 

Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 
07977 051717 

 

Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   
website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

                                            
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating 

Over 30 years experience 

Free quotations 

Mobile: 07775647249 

Home: 01823 256169 

Email: 

cookemanor5@gmail.com 

WINDOW CLEANING 
GUTTER CLEANING & 
CLEARANCE 
PRESSURE WASHING 
CONSERVATORIES 
 

Fully Insured 
Friendly & Reliable 
Find Us On Facebook 

07415 368 110 
Call our friendly team for a no-obligation quote! 

SILVER BIRCH GARDEN  

SERVICES 

(established 1995) 

 

• Lawn Mowing 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Planting 

• Turfing 

• Pruning 

 

Professional service 

References available 

Call Nick on 07535498529 

mailto:info@ovenangel.co.uk
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Eliza was sent to serve her sentence at Shepton Mallet gaol. The gaol registers of that period 
record Eliza’s admission into the prison. She was aged 24 and had no previous convictions or 
prison sentences. The register also reveals that hard labour was a sentence handed down to 
almost all the prisoners, varying only in length of term. It meant working and living in 
silence, carrying out repetitive and often pointless activities such a walking the treadmill or 
picking oakum. Throughout the 19 century various methods were used to tackle the 
problem of rising crime. Between 1842 and 1877 ninety prisons were built in Britain. Many 
people in that period wanted to reform prisons, but for quite different reasons.  
 
Christian reformers felt that the prisoners were God’s creatures and deserved to be treated 
decently. Rational reformers believed that the purpose of prison was to punish and reform. 
Others felt that many of the people found in prisons were habitual criminals and nothing 
would change them. Hence “hard labour, hard fare and hard board” as promised by Sir 
Edmund du Cane, Assistant Director of Prisons in 1865. 
 
And what of Eliza once she had completed her two months of hard labour? Unfortunately, I 
was not able to find her in the 1881 census. Searching by name threw up far too many young 
women named Eliza Hill. But at a guess now with no character reference she would have 
found it difficult to get work and who would want to hire a criminal anyway? Perhaps she 
had family that she returned to and was able to make a fresh start.  
Somewhere between 1876 and 1878 the family having now grown to include four children 
had outgrown Galmington Lodge and the family moved to Brookside, Corfe where three 
more children were born. Like Ford House, Brookside was larger with eleven rooms and 
could accommodate the family plus its retinue of servants which like the Walter household 
included a governess. 
 
As an architect Joseph did some work on the chancel at St George’s church. The family 
appeared to thrive. Seven children were successfully brought up through infancy and 
childhood with none succumbing to the diseases prevalent before vaccination. Then in the 
1911 the census records the information that of the seven children born to the family five 
had died. (This was the first census to ask for this information). A search through the 
newspapers revealed the death announcements. Between 1896 and 1907 the five Spencer 
children (all in their twenties died). John, the Spencer’s first son, died ‘suddenly’ at 
Pothcurnow in Cornwall, in 1896. Investigating further I found that John’s occupation was 
telegraphist. Porthcurnow at one time had the largest telegraph station in the world. It was 
the point where many submarine cables came ashore. Telegraphist was one of the first ‘high 
technology’ professions of the modern age. It was high paying and in demand. 
 
A search of the Cornish papers throws no light on how John’s death came about. Edward 
died aged 23 in 1897, his obituary in the London Evening Standard 3 April 1897 reads: 
Edward Houghton Spencer, beloved eldest surviving son “With Christ, for it is better.” Rosina 
died in 1898 aged 27. Later in the same year Harriet died aged 23. In 1907 Helena Amelia, 
known as Pixie, aged 29 died. So, what caused this catastrophic loss of life for this family? 
Checking the death certificates of each of the Spencer children would reveal the causes of 
death. Otherwise it is all supposition. Research shows that during the1890s there was a flu 
epidemic. Asiatic flu killed thousands worldwide.   
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 25 
years offering the highest quality workmanship. 

Friendly, family business. 
Fully insured. 

Registered waste carrier. 
Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  

  
Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 
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Book Review 
by Ann Goddard 

 
Hedy’s War by Jenny Lecoat  
(Polygon ISBN 9781846975318) 
 
This is a novel based on a true story and is for anyone interested in The Second World War, 
the Channel Islands, the holocaust or who simply enjoys a good story! 
 
Hedy is a young Jewish girl who escapes from Vienna only to be trapped in Jersey when the 
Nazis invade. For some time she succeeds in concealing her racial status and as a fluent 
German speaker manages to get herself a job as a translator. 
 
Despite herself she falls in love with a German officer Kurt, but before long her very life 
depends upon that friendship as she  becomes involved in acts of resistance, and gradually 
catches the attention of the secret police who become suspicious of Hedy and of her lover. 
 
Eventually Hedy is persuaded to stage her escape from the island, and with the help of Kurt 
and that of her friend Dorothea manages to remain hidden until the end of the war. 
When liberation comes, Kurt becomes a Prisoner of war in  Britain, and Hedy promises to 
wait for him.  
 
This is an extraordinary story of a struggle against the odds for survival. Of extraordinary 
courage –not simply of Hedy, but of her lover, her friends and of the islanders themselves 
who suffered years of deprivation, humiliation and almost starvation. 
Based on a true story the events were first told and documented sixty years after Liberation. 
 
Our last glimpse of Hedy is as she leaves Jersey in 1946 to accept a job on the mainland, 
close to where Kurt himself is imprisoned. 
 

Enjoy a clean home 
without lifting a finger!  

  
A one off clean, regular housework or help with 

those jobs you keep putting off!!!!  
 

Call me for a fee  I am the BUSY BEE 
 

Debbie 07393543857 
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Your Community Newsletter 
Needs you! 

Please note that the deadline for 
articles and ads is 9am on the Friday 
(either the  second or third Friday of 
the month). The exact deadline date 
is at the foot of the back page. Items 
sent after the deadline may not be           
included; dependent on  available 
space. However, articles and adverts 
sent well before the deadline are            
assured of a place in the G&C News.                         
 
Thank you for your help with this. 
The email address for the G & C 
NEWS is: editor@GCNews.co.uk 
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GCNews.co.uk 
 
Covid-19 took us by surprise in April and May and sadly there was no G&C News printed. We 
were keen to find a safe way to keep the newsletter going and so for June, July & August 
whilst there was no printed edition of the G&C News, we did invest in a website to promote 
our existing advertisers and publish the amazing articles and letters from the community.  
 
Please check out some of the articles from the last few months which are available on our 
website. The articles include Nick Chipchase’s local G&C history, Jim’s Book reviews, Lily 
Summerleaze’s gardening advice, Sharon Dyke’s mental Health and wellbeing articles, parts 
1 and 2 of Galmington Lodge. We’ve also had a lovely article from Miss Sophie Keeble who 
was selling plants for charity. Other articles include how lockdown has affected families, 
spouses of keyworkers and keyworkers. 
 
As we adjust to the new normal, it is important now more than ever that we support our 
local businesses and our local community. We are stronger together. If you are in a position 
to support our local foodbank, there is a donation point at St Michael’s church.  

 Celestial Events in September 

 
September 2 - Full Moon.  
The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will 
be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 05:23 UTC. This full moon was known by early 
Native American tribes as the Corn Moon because the corn is harvested around this time of 
year. 
 
September 11 - Neptune at Opposition. 
The blue giant planet will be at its closest approach to Earth and its face will be fully 
illuminated by the Sun. It will be brighter than any other time of the year and will be visible 
all night long. This is the best time to view and photograph Neptune. Due to its extreme 
distance from Earth, it will only appear as a tiny blue dot in all but the most powerful 
telescopes. 
 
September 17 - New Moon. 
The Moon will located on the same side of the Earth as the Sun and will not be visible in the 
night sky. This phase occurs at 11:00 UTC. This is the best time of the month to observe faint 
objects such as galaxies and star clusters because there is no moonlight to interfere. 
 
September 22 - September Equinox.  
The September equinox occurs at 13:30 UTC. The Sun will shine directly on the equator and 
there will be nearly equal amounts of day and night throughout the world. This is also the 
first day of fall (autumnal equinox) in the Northern Hemisphere and the first day of spring 
(vernal equinox) in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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The Taunton Foodbank is located at 
Unit 4, Belvedere Trading Estate, Albe-
marle Road, Taunton, TA1 1BH. Please 
note that everyone who comes to the 
foodbank for emergency food needs to 
have a valid foodbank voucher. 
 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS 
TINNED PEAS, TINNED CORNED BEEF, 
TINNED MUSHROOMS, TINNED CAR-

ROTS, CHOCOLATES, TINNED RICE PUD-
DING, PULSES, PASTA ‘N’ SAUCES 

 
LOCATION OF FOOD DONATION POINT 

Tesco, Castle Street, Taunton 
Sainsbury, Billet Street, Taunton 

Sainsbury, Hankridge Farm, Taunton 
ASDA, Creechbarrow Road, Taunton 
Morrisons, Priory Bridge Rd, Taunton 

St Michael’s Church, Taunton 

Local Events 
You may be interested in joining John 
Hunt at one of his free virtual quizzes. 

Join John on Saturday evenings 
throughout September. All live 

streamed on John’s Facebook page. For 
more information and start times visit  

www.facebook.com/pg/
JohnHuntIndependent 

If you are hosting an event and would like it 
to be shared with the GCNews community, 
drop us an email at hello@GCNews.co.uk 

Your 1/8 Page Advert Here 
Only £5 a month 

Hand-delivered to almost 3000 
homes. 

 
Hello@GCNews.co.uk 

01823 288474 

Would you like to advertise in 
our sister newsletter? 

 
Launching in September. 

Hand-delivered to nearly 1500 
homes in Wilstock & Stockmoor 

near North Petherton. 
 

Hello@np-news.co.uk 
07940103112 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/JohnHuntIndependent/events/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/JohnHuntIndependent/events/
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Café now Open! 
From 1st September, our Café is open and we’re looking 

forward to serving you a full English Breakfast! On our 
breakfast menu we’ve also got Baguettes, Sandwiches 
and toast served with your choice of Grilled Tomatoes, 

Mushrooms, Hash Brown, Baked Beans, Bacon, Sausage 
and Fried/Scrambled Egg. 

We also offer a lunch menu and a range of hot & cold 
drinks. 

Treat yourself, we think you deserve it. We’ll even give 
you 10% off your first order if you show us this advert. 

(Limit one discount per customer/purchase) 

Soft-Play now Open! 
Rope Bridge, Squeeze Through, Party Room, Baby Room, 

Football Pitch, Slides, large frame. 
The Madhouse soft play is ideal for children up to 9 years 
old and has a separate baby area for babies and toddlers 

up to 18 months.   
 

**Advance Bookings Only** 
Book now to avoid disappointment! 

01823 618 133 

 
We want you to have a safe and enjoyable time, we will be strictly following gov-
ernment guidance on cleaning. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. 

The MADhouse Taunton 

www.megansacademyofdance.co.uk 
01823 618 133 

We are situated just off Galmington Road. We have a good sized Café which is 
separate from the Soft Play and have accessible toilet facilities. Whether you 
want to come in and sit down for something to eat of take it with you, we ‘re 

happy to help with both! We look forward to seeing you soon!  
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Useful Contact details 
for emotional support 

 
Samaritans 116123 

www.mindinsomerset.org.uk 
Childline 0800 1111 

www.kooth.com 
Cruse Bereavement Care 0808 808 1677 
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT TREATMENT 

In your own home. 
 

Calluses, corns, ingrowing toenails, nail 
trimming cracked heels, rough/dry skin 

and all general foot care. 
 

Contact Rachael 
07969912080 

rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com 

BLUE PENGUIN 

Chartered Accountants 

Personal tax advice for family-run 
businesses and individuals. 

 
Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 

 
peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01823 335262 

Fax: Really?? 
 

Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE              
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

Call Katrina on 01823 351629 or  
07870 439312 
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Advertising in the 
Galmington & Comeytrowe News 

 
Small Adverts 20p per word per month 

Whole Page: £40 per month 
Half Page: £20 per month 

Quarter page: £10 per month 
Eighth page: £5 per month 

 
A 10% discount will be allowed on payments 

made for a year in advance 
**CASH & Cheques no longer accepted** 

The October 2020 Issue 
 

To be published on: Monday 28/09/2020 
Articles, Adverts & Letters to be with the Editor 

by 9am Friday 18/09/2020 
 

Treasurer/Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan 
12 Berwick Close. 01823 288474 

Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd 
7 Comeytrowe Rise. 01823 252604 

Printed by: Zeralynx 
01823 251888 

Galmington and Comeytrowe News: hello@gcnews.co.uk 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 to 6-00, 
Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by appointment. 

Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX   
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contacts: 
Lyndsay Smith, Catherine Richards and Marshall Bernhardt  

MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING 
Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps, Boiler Servicing 

and Central Heating, GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470 
 

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing. 
Telephone 01823 275971 Mobile 07939 406099 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  
Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 

  
PAINTING & DECORATING 

Richard Alderman 
6 Statham Grove, Galmington, Taunton.  Phone 01823 289196 

Please be aware that the ‘Galmington & Comeytrowe News’ accepts adverts in good faith. If 
you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy yourself as to their 

competence and certification. ’Galmington & Comeytrowe News’ accepts no liability. 

http://www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
http://www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org/

