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*** ONLINE EDITION of the ‘Galmington and Comeytrowe News’ *** 
 

A very warm welcome to all those who are reading this online edition 

of the Galmington and Comeytrowe News.  

 
The Galmington News started in November 1968 and comprised one sheet of paper 
folded in half. The News was started by the vicar of St Michael’s at that time. The 
News has changed over the years; increased in size, and in colour for the first time 
last Christmas. Groups have come and gone. Who remembers the Green Fingers 
Gardening Club, the Silver Birch Club or the Walnut Tree Club for instance? For 
many years there was a Church Lads and Girls Brigade run by St Michael's church. 
Part of that group played in a band, which on special occasions would march round 
Galmington and Comeytrowe playing well known hymns on their musical 
instruments. (One of my sons played the cymbals.) 
 
What else has changed? Well, there are fewer fields now. Back in the 70s green 
fields were close by my home. Now there are houses…. and more to come. I 
suppose the newest and worst thing to happen to us all in this area (and the World) 
is the coronavirus. This online version of the News aims to keep you in touch with 
local advertisers and any groups and individuals who wish to submit articles. 
Eventually, the News will be back on paper and through your door soon. Stay safe. 

Mrs P Ryan 
Editor 
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News from the Pews 
With Reverend Justine 

Coronacoaster 2020 
 I saw a post on Facebook the other day, you may know it? The one about ‘The 
Coronacoaster’. Coronacoaster definition: 
 

 “the ups and downs of a pandemic. 
One day you’re loving your bubble, 

going for long walks, 
baking cakes 

and 
pottering in the garden, 
the next you’re crying, 

drinking gin for breakfast, 
eating party rings 

and 
missing people you don’t even like!” 

  
And I get it. We are all in our own ways riding the ‘Coronacoaster’. Some moments 
I am hands in the air, gleefully enjoying the break from routine. The next I am 
lurching from one side to the other, not quite sure if I am enjoying the change or if 
I want to get off. Then there are those moments when I find myself hanging on by 
my fingernails, pouring my oversized glass of communion wine, for Sunday 
morning’s breakfast! 
  
Some of us are home schooling, seeing more of our children than we have since 
they were 4 or 5. Loving it and then being driven mad by maths homework or 
whose turn it is to choose a movie. Some have not spent this much time alone in 
years, for others, who have isolated for years now, they are encouraged that other 
people now know what it’s like to be them. For some the furlough doesn’t bring 
enough in to cover the household costs. For others the freedom from the daily 
grind is worth, the financial cost. 
  
Everyone’s coronacoaster is different; but do all we share common concerns: 

• I don’t know if it’s Tuesday or Christmas; and I doubt if you do either? 

• When will it end? 

• What will it look like when it does? 
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 I found in the bible a person who has really helped me through this time and his 
name is Thomas; better known as ‘Doubting Thomas’ to you and me. 
  
When Jesus says he is going to his kingdom and the other disciples look like they 
understand what he means. Thomas, who is hurt and confused by Jesus words and 
and is isolated by his friends; is the only one who manages to say that being with 
Jesus is a Rollercoaster and he doesn’t know where it’s going. 
  
You have to love the honesty of Thomas. The questioning, querying, lonely, painful 
petulant at times, honesty of Thomas. 
  
“Jesus, we don’t even know where you are going, how on earth can we know the 
way?!” 
  
I guess we don’t know where we are going on our very own ’Coronacoaster’. But I 
have to trust that wherever we are headed that Jesus is there already. Whatever 
the future looks like that God is in it. 
  
In the meantime, the church building remains shut, but the church is open. If you 
find yourself in need of anything and are not sure where to go. Get in touch and 
we’ll see what we can do together. 
  
Keep safe and Much love, 
Justine 
  
rev.justine.richard@gmail.com 
01823 762721 

Church Notices 
  
I shall endeavour to keep you all up to date with changes relating to church use. 
Lettings and worship. 

•  Virtual worship is available each week, as are reflections. Please contact me 
with an email address if you would like to receive these emails. 

•  Books and Foodbank are outside of St Michael’s and shall remain there 
throughout the summer months. (Please observe social distancing protocol). 

•  We also have a prayer chain that people can access with any prayer requests. 
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Community Letter: Galmington Stream 
 
On Friday the 24th of April 2020 we discovered purely by a chance viewing of the 
local planning web site that the companies behind the Comeytrowe/
Trull  development had just submitted a planning application to build a large service 
infrastructure close to our home. The application in question was for a ‘Foul Water 
(Sewage) Pumping Station, Mains Water Booster Station, Gas Pressure Reducing 
Station and 330,000L Foul Water (Sewage) Storage Tank’. This facility was planned 
to serve the 2,000 new homes being built in the Comeytrowe/Trull area, and the 
various parts of it were to be sited adjacent to existing residential housing and 
close to Galmington Stream.  

The proposal showed the main compound, containing the sewage pumping station 
and the water booster station, would be one metre from our garden wall and just a 
few metres from our house. We later learned that the actual covering letter for the 
application from the developer’s Agent to the local planning authority was dated 
23rd March. Readers may well recall this precise date as it was the day the country 
entered lockdown to slow the spread of Covid-19.The local planning authority has 
since made clear lockdown would result in a significant reduction in their activities 
to notify local residents of new planning applications as they took care to protect 
their staff and others from infection.  

The proposed pumping stations had not been mentioned in the original outline 
planning application for the development or raised at any of the consultation 
meetings with local residents. Indeed the foul water strategy submitted for the 
development stated that a new foul water pumping station would not be needed. 

As most Comeytrowe residents know Galmington stream is a haven for wildlife and, 
as it runs through to the town centre, provides a home to little egret, kingfishers, 
otters and other species of wildlife and waterfowl. It is enjoyed and cared for by 
plenty of the residents. Children and dogs play in the stream which in many 
instances actually runs through the back gardens of many long established Taunton 
homes. 

The conditions of the approval for the outline planning application for the 
development recognized the need to protect Galmington Stream, especially at 
Horts Bridge, since as it stated this was within Environment Agency Flood Zones 
category 2 & 3 (medium to high risk of flooding). The area was designated as a 
“Green Area”, to be used by both the new and existing residents of the expanded 
local community. The area now planned for the sewage compound was specifically 
due to become the key northern part of Hort’s Bridge Park. This park was planned 
to be at the heart of the community, to protect the environment and support social 
cohesion. We wonder how can a “Green Area” create social cohesion between two 
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communities when it has a sewage utility compound, surrounded by steel security 
fencing,  right in the middle of it 

 Foul Water (Sewage) Pumping Stations are frequently at risk of blockages. These 
blockages usually occur due to items such as wet wipes & sanitary products being 
flushed down toilets. When high rainfall events and consequent flooding combine 
with these blockages the inevitable result is a spillage of raw sewage. In this case 
the station could spill into the Galmington Stream, just 15 metres away. There is 
nothing in the plans to ensure this cannot happen. Trout and other species 
that  inhabit the stream require clean water. The size and position of these 
pumping stations would increase the flood risk and the potential for pollution 
dramatically. If we do not ensure that this pumping infrastructure is redesigned 
and relocated to a safer place, we risk losing the wildlife population that exists in 
and around the stream and making the lives of residents very unpleasant. 

The planning application for the pumping stations puts many Galmington and 
Comeytrowe residents, as well as the residents further into the centre of Taunton, 
at increased risk of serious flooding and pollution. The station itself will create 
more surface run off and reduce groundwater capacity at a location where 
Galmington stream already bursts its banks almost every year.  

There will be no amenity in this facility for any resident of Galmington or 
Comeytrowe, indeed it will result in a loss of amenity. The developers have 
hundreds of acres on which to position this utility site, we only ask that they design 
a better facility and move it away from Galmington Stream and local residents to 
somewhere safer. In the same way that they have ensured a high level of amenity 
for the houses they are building to sell.  

Please sign this petition to support the objection to this planning application 
at  www.change.org/GalmingtonStream  

You can also view and make your objections to the planning department at 
www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk planning application number 42/20/0024 

And if you want to get in touch we are comeytroweresidents@gmail.com 

Galmington Stream – Keep It Clean! 

 
 
 
 

Written by Andrew Stainthorpe 

http://www.change.org/GalmingtonStream
http://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
mailto:comeytroweresidents@gmail.com
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KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
 Chainsaw Qualified 

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
Fence Painting etc 

  
Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 

 Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Contact Charlie 
Mobile: 07719337123 Home: 01823 334592 

Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 

Competitive Prices All Year Round! 

LES MARSH CARPETS 
 

Wide Selection of Flooring Samples Available 
Kamdean Flooring, Vinyl & Natural Flooring 

Remnants & Roll Stock Available 
Estimating 7 Fitting Service 

Property Letting Specialists & Insurance Work Undertaken 
 

Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff 
Family Run Company Since 1979 

 
Visit Our Extensive Showroom 

With Easy Parking 
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ 

Open: Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm 
For our free estimation service call 01823 335952 or email 

lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com 
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J Warman Carpentry & 
 

Property Maintenance 
 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO   
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

 
•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 



8 

55 – by James Delargy 
 

You may or may not remember from one of my reviews at the start of the year that I set 
myself the challenge of reading one book per week this year. Most months I have read 
either four or five a month, but after I was furloughed from work at the end of April (and in 
order to get out of helping to paint the kitchen), I read 11 and a half in May (I say ‘half’ as I 
only managed to get partway through one book before having to abandon it and return it to 
the bookshelf to collect dust). So I’ve had plenty of choice for which book to review this 
month, and I have chosen 55 by James Delargy, and this is the first book I have read by this 
author. 
 
Set in modern-day Australia (but with flashbacks to the early 2000s), the story centres 
around a minor rural town and the resident police sergeant (Chandler Jenkins) and his team. 
Not much out of the ordinary happens on a day to day basis that causes too much 
excitement, so when an injured and frightened young man appears in the town, claiming to 
have escaped from the confines of a serial killer, the small police team are jump-started into 
action. The man’s story is heard and statemented, and he tells the police of how the killer 
boasted of previous kills and that he was going to be victim 55, and whilst he was escaping 
he saw a number of unmarked graves.  
 
The man is put up in local lodgings whilst the police start their investigation into the 
allegations. They say that lightening doesn’t strike twice…but that proves false in this case, 
as a short while later a second young man appears, who fits the description of the killer 
(yay, job done! Time for doughnuts), however, he’s telling the exact same story as the first 
man, with the same precise details – but giving the description of the first man as the 
murderer (ah, maybe put the sugary treat back in the box). When sergeant Jenkins goes to 
re-interview the first chap, he discovers the guy’s done a runner. This, surprisingly, doesn’t 
go down well with his superiors, and a senior officer is dispatched from Perth to take control 
of the situation. This proves to be slightly awkward for Sergeant Jenkins, as the senior officer 
is non other than an old friend who he had a falling out with a number of years ago. Yeah, 
not a good day for Jenkins. 
 
After a search, he’s apprehended and re-interviewed; but both men stick to their story, 
blaming the other. Who’s telling the truth; which of them is the killer? Are they both in on it 
together? Or have the both escaped from a third party? And why is the number 55 so 
important? 
 

IN the BOOK CORNER 

With Jim 
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I won’t give away any more of the story, but what I will say is that I did enjoy the style of the 
author’s writing, and pace of the book kept me interested and engaged (I did worry that 
when I saw it was based in Australia in a small village that it might be a bit of a yawn-fest). 
The characters had life and were believable (even minor characters were penned with 
personalities that gave them a soul). Even though I did thoroughly enjoy this book, I will 
admit that there was one bit I was a bit ‘meh’ about, but I won’t share that with you.  
 

She was the quiet one – by Michele Campbell 
 
Since the start of the year, my aim has been to read a book week. Not easy to do with a full 
time job and a high-maintenance cat to look after. Still, I’m more or less on track at the 
moment, but it’s still early in the year yet. I’ve read a couple of good ones, a few mediocre 
ones, and one reeeeally rubbish one – which I was tempted to review, but I’m trying to 
complain less about things, so I’ve gone for one of the better ones.  
 
Set in America, the story revolves around two teenage twin sisters, who get sent to a posh 
boarding school by moneybags grandma, following the death of their parents. The more 
outgoing of the sisters soon gets caught up with some of the more rebellious seniors at the 
school, whilst her sister prefers to concentrate on her academic studies. I’m sure you don’t 
need to be mystic Meg to predict that this causes them to fall out.  
 
At the same time, two new teachers also join the school as a husband and wife team, sent in 
to sort out some behavioural issues that the school has been having recently. The man is a 
failed writer, who wrote a bestselling novel, only to be found out for plagiarising most of it 
(not sure that’s possible in today’s day and age, but go with it). As such, he’s got a point to 
prove when it comes to his teaching style. His wife has to juggle looking after their two small 
children, as well as her teaching responsibilities (helpfully the school has a crèche), as well 
as wonder why her husband creeps out during the middle of the night. 
 
Interwoven between the chapters where the girls fall out over boys and “he said, she said” 
stuff, is a police investigation (set in present day, whereas the rest of the book is in the 
recent past) into the murder of one of the girls. As I’m approaching 40, rather than 14, I 
think if this was another teenage angst type of book, I would have not bothered reading it, 
but what intrigued me was the murder. Which sister was killed? Why? By whom? What was 
their motive? (The title of the book doesn’t help, as was it the quiet one that was killed, or 
the quiet one that was the murderer?!) I found myself quite gripped by the tale and enjoyed 
the easy flowing writing style adopted by the author. 
 
3.9 stars out of 5 from me, and I of course won’t give away the ending. There is a small 

reveal in the epilogue that I did manage to half work out for myself, so if you read it, see if 

you can do better than me!  

As always, please feel free to let me know what you think of a book I’ve reviewed that 
you’ve gone on to read – and hello to Tracy and Patricia who were kind enough to email me 
recently. Stay safe and happy reading!  

To contact Jim email bookcorner@GCNews.co.uk 

mailto:bookcorner@GCNews.co.uk
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Your Community Newsletter 
Needs you! 

Please note that the deadline for 
articles and ads is 9am on the Friday 
(either the  second or third Friday of 
the month). The exact deadline date 
is at the foot of the back page. Items 
sent after the deadline may not be           
included; dependent on  available 
space. However, articles and adverts 
sent well before the deadline are            
assured of a place in the G&C News.                         
 
Thank you for your help with this. 
The email address for the G & C 
NEWS is: editor@GCNews.co.uk 
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 
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Birds in June 
 
Sitting outside this time of year in the garden it’s lovely to be surrounded by nature and 
to hear and see the birds going about their daily business. Watching birds fly back and 
forth I think is quite relaxing! 
Water is particularly important during the winter when natural supplies may be frozen, 
and in dry, hot weather during the summer when water can be hard to find. 
 
Drinking water 
Birds need water for drinking and bathing. Water is particularly important during the 
winter when natural supplies may be frozen and in dry, hot  weather during the 
summer when water can be hard to find. Birds have no sweat glands, so they need less 
water than mammals. However, they do lose water through respiration and in their 
droppings. Most small birds need to drink at least twice a day to replace the lost water. 
Birds get the liquid they need from their food and by drinking. Many insectivorous birds 
get most of their water from food. Seed-eating birds have a dry diet and they do need 
to drink  more. 
 
Water is freely available to small birds at the shallow edges of ponds and streams. They 
may also drink water droplets that form on leaves, especially if they live in woodland. 
Aerial species such as swallows and swifts swoop down onto a water body and scoop 
up a beakful of water while still in flight. Very impressive! Most birds drink by dipping 
their bill in water and throwing their head back to swallow. Pigeons and doves are able 
to immerse their beaks and can drink continuously. 
 
Water for bathing 
Water to bathe in is just as important for birds, especially in winter. It is essential that 
they keep their feathers in good condition. Bathing is an important part of feather 
maintenance. Dampening the feathers loosens the dirt and makes their feathers easier 
to preen. When preening, birds carefully rearrange the feathers and spread oil from the 
preen gland so they remain waterproof and trap an insulating layer of air underneath 
to keep them warm. 
 
How to keep bathing water clean 
Keeping a bird bath clean helps to prevent birds catching diseases. 
You should clean your birdbath regularly and change the water. A  layer of algae, dead 
leaves or bird droppings will soon build up, so give the bath a thorough clean every 
week or so. Scrub the sides and bottom to remove algae and other dirt. 
You can use dilute household disinfectants, but make sure that you rinse the bath out 
thoroughly to remove any traces of chemicals. 
There are two non-toxic products on the market, Enviroclens and Ark-Klens, which can 
be used to clean bird baths. 

 
Source: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/birds-and-water/  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/birds-and-water/
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QUIZ 
 
1. What is the name of the German airline? 
2. In which European city can you find the home of Anne Frank? 
3. How many stars has the American flag got? 
4. How long is the Great Wall of China? 
5. Who invented Ferrari? 
6. According to the Bible, who was the first murderer? 
7. Which two months are named after Roman emperors? 
8. In what year did princess Diana die? 
9. Which famous British women murderer of the 19th century was never arrested? 
10. On which mountain did Jesus take his last supper? 
11. What is the largest number of five digits? 
12. What is the most fractured human bone? 
13. What is the most famous university of Paris? 
14. Which animal is on the golden Flemish flag? 
15. What is the name of the Indian holy river? 
16. Which South American country is named after Venice? 
17. How many stars feature on the flag of New Zealand? 
18. What colour to do you get when you mix red and white? 
19. What is both a French wine region and a luxury American automobile? 
20. For which narrow sea strait is Hellespont the ancient name? 

 QUIZ: 1) Lufthansa. 2) Amsterdam. 3) Fifty. 4) 4000 miles. 5) Enzo Ferrari. 6) Cain. 7) July and August. 8) In the year 1997. 9) Jack the Ripper. 

10) Golgotha or Calvary. 11) 99999. 12) Clavicle. 13) Sorbonne. 14) Lion. 15) Ganges. 16) Venezuela. 17) Four stars. 18) Pink. 19) Cadillac. 20) 

Dardanelles. RIDDLES:  1) An egg. 2) A candle. 3) All of them. 4) A sponge. 5) Are you asleep yet? 6) The future. 7) A promise. 8) Your age. 9) 

He was bald. 10) A towel. 

1. What has to be broken before you can 
use it? 

2. I’m tall when I’m young, and I’m short 
when I’m old. What am I? 

3. What month of the year has 28 days? 
4. What is full of holes but still holds water? 
5. What question can you never answer yes 

to? 
6. What is always in front of you but can’t 

be seen? 
7. What can you break, even if you never 

pick it up or touch it? 
8. What goes up but never comes down? 
9. A man who was outside in the rain with-

out an umbrella or hat didn’t get a single 
hair on his head wet. Why? 

10. What gets wet while drying? 

Sudoku Riddles 



14 

Your 1/4 Page Advert Here 
Only £10 a month 

Contact Hello@GCNews.co.uk 
Or call 01823 288474 for more info 
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional window cleaner of domestic & commercial  
properties. 

 

Regular & reliable service. 
 

Also conservatories, fascias, gutters, sofits & patios cleaned 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 

Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 
Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 

Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 
Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 

Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 
24 Hour Call Out Service 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 

 
Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk                                                                                             

mailto:office@randdelectrical.co.uk
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Community Letter: Covid School 
 
I’ve been teaching for about 15 years now. I love being a teacher. Yes the pay isn’t 
as good as it used to be but we’re not the only profession that has suffered in the 
past 10 years. No teacher stays in teaching for the money. We do it in the hope 
that our students lead productive and happy lives and get out of life what they 
want to. 
 
In the week preceding the 23rd March school lockdown the number of students 
staying home increased significantly. If the data was accurate then our school 
could very well have been the epicentre of the global pandemic. Many claimed to 
have the virus but the truth is that very few if any actually did. Concerned parents 
were playing it safe and I don’t blame them. This will be an anxiety that many 
parents and students are facing again now as the government try to get more 
students to return. 
 
Since the 23rd March there has been the view that schools have been closed. The 
truth is that they have never been more open. Open on inset days, bank holidays 
and school holidays. Teachers who have children of their own are keeping their 
children home whenever possible & juggling home-schooling during the day and 
then recording lessons, creating digital resources and responding to questions in 
the evenings and weekends from students and parents. Lots of schools have a rota 
whereby you work from home on certain days and then go in to teach and occupy 
students. The face-to-face teaching has reduced significantly but the learning has 
not stopped. Microsoft Teams, Google classroom and other virtual learning 
environments are now the new normal for those who can access it. The uptake has 
been brilliant but some previously tech savvy students always on their phones 
suddenly can’t access their work because they don’t have the internet. 
Unfortunately for a number of students their mobile data is quickly used up and 
there is still the digital divide and so schools are sending out printed packs of work. 
  
Many students come to school for food, emotional warmth, attention and a caring 
environment. Not every child at home is enjoying the experience and some really 
aren’t safe. I’m aware of some foster placements breaking down and some 
students being placed into foster care. Designated safeguarding leads and their 
teams are busy following up incidents and co-ordinating services and professionals 
to keep children safe in their own homes every day of the week. 
 
Whilst I'm cautious about schools returning too quickly, for some students the risk 
of returning early could be worth it for their mental health and personal safety. A 
hard balance to keep right. 
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From a person viewpoint, it has been lovely to spend more time with my little girl 
at home to have some quality time. I get to teach her phonics and numbers as well 
as having fun with art, dressing up, teddy parties, cooking and Lego. If I’m being 
honest there have been quite a few home-school inset days, lessons are 
sometimes taught in pyjamas and home-school doesn’t always start on time – but 
that’s ok, there is a ‘right-balance’ which will be different for every home. There 
have been no detentions or exclusions in my home-school and the teacher hasn’t 
been caught drinking on the job. A phrase that breaks my heart is “not now, I’m 
busy working”, but that’s fine too, it’s important for children to build resilience and 
know we can’t always be there when they need us. 
 
With the summer holidays approaching it would be nice to think that things will 
start to return to normal but we should all be aware that old normal and new 
normal are likely to be very different.  
 
A massive thank you to the community volunteers, NHS, carers, teachers, police, 
cleaners, drivers, caters, and indeed every one whether they be a student, parent 
or critical worker and to those who don’t have jobs identified as critical but 
essential to our way of life. As a community still under rules for social isolation in a 
strange way I think our community is actually a bit closer. 
 
What ever you do, stay safe and thank you. 

Written by JP—27/05/2020 

Do you remember? 
 
Back in 1989 St Michael’s Players had their first performance at the church. The 
Pantomime was Cinderella, the following Pantomime was Dick Whittington. I 
happen to have discovered a recording of Dick Whittington. If anyone is interested 
in a viewing, contact hello@GCNews.co.uk. 
 
Do you have any video or photos of Cinderella, Dick Whittington or any of the 
other early pantomimes? Perhaps even a programme? It would be great to put 
together an article in this newsletter or on our new website covering the different 
Pantos over the years. Please do get in contact if you can contribute or help 
organise!  
 
I remember the massive hand-built set, weekend practises at the church and the 
primary school. 

Written by GCNews 
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Community Letter: Environment 
 
Hi, my name is Sophie, I am 8 years old and I love 
Orangutans! I am raising money for Orangutans because 
some Orangutans are being kept as pets and aren’t being 
looked after right, but with lots of donations more 
Orangutan helping centres can be built. Orangutans are 
also endangered by deforestation caused by people 
chopping down their habitat and planting more trees for 
palm oil.  
 
I hope you could also help the Orangutans by making some 
donations or stop buying food that contains palm oil. It’s 
important to make these changes because they could go extinct along with lots of 
other amazing animals too.  
 
The charity I chose was the Orangutan project. They take in Orangutans and give 
them new homes, they also look after them in the right way. They give the 
Orangutans all they can to survive. Sometimes Orangutans can get shot down from 
trees. The Orangutan project takes them in and nurses them back to Health. 

 
I have helped the Orangutans by creating a 
plant sale and giving all the money to the 
Orangutan project. I have raised £13 so far. I 
got £10 from my grandparents and £3 from 
other people who bought my plants. I also 
wrote to my school and asked them to make 
sure school dinners don’t include palm oil or 
that it is from a sustainable source. 
 

I need to say thank you to my grandparents and a thank you to the people who 
bought some of my plants. I will be putting my plant sale out every day if anyone 
wants to buy any of my plants. There is a post on Facebook about where you can 
find my plant sale. 
 
Now I’m going to tell you a fun fact about Orangutans. There have been many 
Orangutans escapes from zoos. The way the Orangutans escape is they watch their 
zookeepers lock the cage and then they steel the keys and unlock their cage and 
then run away for their freedom! 

Written by Sophie Keeble 
www.theorangutanproject.org.uk  

https://www.theorangutanproject.org.uk/
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Your Garden in June: With Lily Summerleaze 
 
1. Tomato plants need feeding weekly with a high potash 

fertiliser which encourages flowers and fruit 
development. 

2. Sow some basil seeds in pots or trays. 
3. Sow pak choi in small pots ready to plant out in July. 
4. Cucumbers like to climb and ramble around so give 

them plenty of support. Tie in new stems. 
5. Keep weeds under control as they compete with your 

vegetable and flower plants for water and nutrients.  
6. Sow salads in pots and containers. Sow mixed leaves seeds. Pick the leaves 

again and again. 
7. Grow mustard and cress in trays on your kitchen windowsill. 
8. Harvest potatoes. Tubers planted in February and early March will be ready to 

harvest from the end of May into June. The potatoes should be harvested 
while they are small and tender. 

9. Plant some more potatoes. If you want to enjoy new potatoes all through the 
summer and into the autumn the secret is to plant little and often. Plant a 
couple of pots every few weeks with one tuber per ten litre pot. 

10. Last of all, enjoy being in your garden.  

Events 
 
You may be interested in joining John Hunt at one of his 
free virtual quizzes. Join John on 7th June, 14th June, 21st 
June & 28th June. All live streamed on John’s facebook 
page www.facebook.com/pg/JohnHuntIndependent/ and 
starting at 7:55 pm. 
 
 
St Michael’s Church are hosting zoom video, Coffee & chat 
sessions on Tuesday mornings at 10:30am and after church 
on Sunday at 11.00am. If you are interested please get in 
contact with Justine. More information is available on the 
Church website. https://www.stmichaelstaunton.org.uk/  

 
If you are hosting an event and would like it to be shared with the Galmington & 
Comeytrowe community, drop us an email at hello@GCNews.co.uk with the 
details. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/JohnHuntIndependent/events/
https://www.stmichaelstaunton.org.uk/
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT TREATMENT 

In your own home. 
 

Calluses, corns, ingrowing toenails, nail 
trimming cracked heels, rough/dry skin 

and all general foot care. 
 

Contact Rachael 
07969912080 

rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com 

BLUE PENGUIN  

Chartered Accountants 

Personal tax advice for family-run 
businesses and individuals. 

 
Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 

 
peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01823 335262 

Fax: Really?? 
 

Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE              
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

Call Katrina on 01823 351629 or  
07870 439312 
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BEE 
 
The lockdown experience has reignited my creativity. Over the past few years my 
life has taken a very different path, one that has led away from my previously very 
creative job as deputy head of Drama and has instead led towards starting a new 
family and creating a new life in Cornwall. I now have two beautiful little boys: 
Woody aged 2yrs old and Ted 4months old. 
 
I read an article in the early stages of lockdown that suggested the idea that some 
children will perhaps look back on this experience as one of their favourite 
childhood memories. This became my aim. I have been determined to make special 
memories despite the global pandemic and have made huge efforts to enjoy these 
precious years with the boys. Creativity has had to play a big part in achieving this, 
particularly as we live in a two bedroom flat with no outdoor space. 
 
The spark that reignited my creativity came whilst taking part in the online 
community art group; ‘Creation Generation’ created and led by Natasha Rand. I 
love the way that the tasks are separated into difficulty levels, which make them 
feel really accessible and achievable, meaning that Woody can get stuck in too. 
Rather than it imposing additional time in an already manically busy day, instead it 
focuses us to enjoy quality time together. 
 
Collaborating with Woody has been a lot of fun and we have completed most of 
the tasks together, helping to bring focus to our days. Most of our artworks have 
ended up being displayed on our walls, which has not only made my little boy 
extremely proud of his achievements but has also brightened our living space. 
 
In the project “Colours of the World” Natasha highlighted the role colour can play 
in lifting our mood, particularly 
important in these uncertain 
times. The easy level aspect of 
the task was to create a colour 
wheel using objects from inside 
the house. My husband Steve 
got involved too and we used it 
as the morning’s activity that 
day - it was a fun filled, high-
speed colour treasure hunt. We 
laughed a lot and I was really 
pleased with the photo of our 
collaborative effort. 
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Being a part of this group has highlighted the important role that art and creativity 
play towards maintaining positive well-being which has been echoed by many 
others over social media since the beginning of the pandemic. With this in mind I 
have tried to allow myself some ‘me’ time, even if only for a small window when 
it’s possible, often very late at night. 
 
Inspired by this task I decided to create a picture based on the first image that 
popped into my head when first reading the title; a bee pollenating a flower who’s 
petals were made up of flags of the world. Various recent experiences led to this 
idea; during lockdown we have accompanied Steve during his essential work 
checking livestock on the sites that he manages as a Lead Ranger for the National 
Trust. He’s doing a lot of work to improve the farmland they manage, restoring 
meadows and important habitats 
for bees and other pollinators. 
Steve has often spoken about this 
initiative with great enthusiasm 
and passion but having 
experienced the sites first hand 
and seeing and hearing the many 
bees buzzing around us I could see 
how it was already having a 
positive impact. Whilst driving to 
the sites Steve would also point 
out the uncut roadside verges that 
have been left this year because of 
the lockdown and allowed so many 
beautiful wildflowers to grow. Not 
only incredibly beautiful to look at 
but fantastic for wildlife too. 
 
Woody’s highly contagious enthusiasm towards Bees and flowers has turned them 
to a real focal point for our lockdown experience. Sometimes seeing the world 
through a 2yr olds eyes makes more sense. The more I thought about bees and 
how they relate to “Colours of the World” the more I realised just how important 
they are and how we all need to do our bit to protect them. After all, the bees play 
a huge part in pollenating the food we eat and if the bees die out, so will we. The 
scale of the issue and the idea that it’s everybody’s responsibility fed into the idea 
of using the worlds flags on the flower and the result was this artwork. 
 
 

Written by Michelle Sudworth 



24 

 

Oven Angel 
 

Is your oven a devil to clean?... 
Then call in the Oven Angel. 

 
Friendly, reliable & 
professional lady. 

 
Qualified, Insured & CRB checked. 

 
All types of oven, hobs & extractors 

cleaned. No job too small. 
 

Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 
07977 051717 

 

Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   
website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

                                            
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating                                                            

Over 30 years experience                                                                        

Free quotations                                                                               

Mobile: 07775647249                                                                               

Home: 01823 256169                                                    

Email: 

cookemanor5@gmail.com 

 

WINDOW CLEANING 
GUTTER CLEANING & 
CLEARANCE 
PRESSURE WASHING 
CONSERVATORIES 
 

Fully Insured 
Friendly & Reliable 
Find Us On Facebook 

07415 368 110 
Call our friendly team for a no-obligation quote! 

mailto:info@ovenangel.co.uk
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 25 
years offering the highest quality workmanship. 

Friendly, family business. 
Fully insured. 

Registered waste carrier. 
Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  

  
Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 
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The Comeytrowe (Galmington) Coronavirus Community Help group is one of 46 
community help groups covering Taunton and surrounding areas. Taunton 
resident, Gabby Andrews, came up with the initial idea of setting up a Facebook 
group to provide a platform for Taunton residents to support each other during the 
pandemic. 
 
This group grew rapidly and was then split into sub-groups to create localised 
support networks, bringing together those in need of help and those able to offer 
it. 
 
We didn’t know at the outset how we were going to be impacted by the 
Coronavirus or what help people might need, however there was a real desire from 
residents to help others and so we were able to recruit volunteers and coordinate a 
leaflet drop to every home in Comeytrowe/Galmington in the first few weeks. As 
not everyone is on Facebook this provided details of a person they could contact 
for help. 
 
Off the back of this there were so many kind words of thanks and stories about 
neighbours getting to know each other for the first time. It would be great if this 
sense of community continues long past the coronavirus. 
 
In the following weeks, requests for help really picked up as more residents 
shielded. We gathered more volunteers and we were kindly offered the use of a 
central phone number set up by the Wilton and Sherford Group, providing our 
residents with one point of contact. 
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We now have 10 Call Handlers; local residents who take it in turns to cover the 
phoneline for 3-hour shifts. This was initially a 7-day a week service, but we have 
recently reduced this to 9am-5pm Monday to Friday and 9am-1pm Saturday due to 
the reduction in requests for help over the last few weeks. 
 
Our call handlers take the details of help needed as well being there for a friendly 
chat or to signpost services. It has been great to see so many local companies 
responding to the pandemic and helping those in need, including Cullens Catering, 
who provided free roast dinners to some of our elderly residents. 
 
We have a group of eight volunteers dedicated to collecting and delivering 
prescriptions. Over the past 8 weeks they have delivered over 170 prescriptions to 
residents that are shielding. 
 
More recently, in conjunction with St Michael’s Church, we have re-started the 
Foodbank collection outside the Church and due to the huge amount of kind 
donations we have also been able to donate to Open Door, helping them provide 
hot meals to Taunton’s homeless community. Our dedicated group of volunteers 
collect donations daily, delivering to these charities. We have also donated a huge 
selection of puzzles, colouring supplies and knitting to Musgrove Hospital to help 
occupy the time of patients. 
 
So many people have come forward to donate and help others, all in all this has 
been a truly humbling and inspiring experience.  
 
As the lockdown rules ease over the coming weeks we will continue to work with 
the overarching Taunton group and also our neighbouring groups (Wilton/
Sherford, Trull and Tangier/Parkfield) to support those that are shielding. We plan 
to keep our phoneline up and running until the end of June. 
 

Comeytrowe (Galmington) Coronavirus Community Help Admin Team 
 

comeytrowehelp@gmail.com 
28/05/2020 

Useful Contact details for emotional support 
 

Samaritans 116123 
www.mindinsomerset.org.uk 

Childline—0800 1111 
www.kooth.com 

Cruse Bereavement care: 0808 808 1677 

mailto:comeytrowehelp@gmail.com
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 We are sorry we have been very quiet recently. We at the 
MADhouse have been working hard to ensure that we can 
reopen in the future, when it is safe to do so. All of the staff 
are missing all of the children and their adults like mad! We 
miss our MADhouse Life! We have decided to hold a little 
competition for all of your little ones.... a picture with a note 
to tell us what you miss most about the MADhouse. We will 
accept entries from adults and children ☺☺ as we know some 
adults are very much missing our coffees and paninis! We will 
have two prizes, one for under 4s and one for 4+. The prize is 
a free entry for one family of 4 (when we reopen) with four 
other friends and family (1 child free per additional family, and 
adults free). Please send these to the MADhouse, with their 
name, age and a contact number on the back. The closing date 
for entries is the 31st August 2020. The winner will be 
announced at the beginning of September 2020. 

 
01823 618133 

 

 
@themadhousetaunton  

themadhousetaunton@outlook.com 
www.megansacademyofdance.co.uk 

LOCATION OF FOOD DONATION 
POINT 

    OPENING HOURS COMMENTS 

Tesco, Castle Street, Taunton 06.00-00.00  Front of store near exits 

Sainsbury, Billet Street, Taunton 07.00-20.00 Front of store near exits 

Sainsbury, Hankridge Farm, Taunton 07.00-22.00 At the till banks 

ASDA, Creechbarrow Road, Taunton 09.00-21.00 At the till banks 

Morrisons, Priory Bridge Rd, Taunton 07.00-22.00  

St Michael’s Church, Taunton   

The Taunton Foodbank is located at Unit 4, 
Belvedere Trading Estate, Albemarle Road, 
Taunton, TA1 1BH. Please note that everyone 
who comes to the foodbank for emergency food 
needs to have a valid foodbank voucher. 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS 

• TINNED PEAS 

• TINNED CORNED BEEF 

• TINNED MUSHROOMS 

• TINNED CARROTS 

• CHOCOLATES 

• TINNED RICE PUDDING 

• PULSES 

• PASTA ‘N’ SAUCES 

http://www.megansacademyofdance.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR108ymj5eZ583GoUe9oJiEwkS3WlQRhhGUYLAZIqLLUCpMDFrjBOT9X_FU
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Community Letter: Married to a Critical Worker 

 
As we watched the news about how serious Covid-19 was becoming during 
February and early march, we realised that this would soon be a serious problem 
for us here in Somerset. My wife, as a nurse in Musgrove was always prepared for 
an emergency situation to affect her at work, but not also at home. We spent many 
moments discussing how we would cope when the virus hit and what we would do 
to keep our family safe. We had a backup plan for if she got infected, and a second 
back up plan to use in case it affected me as well – who would take our children? 
What about the dog? Could we self-isolate in part of the house and keep the rest of 
the family safe? I’m sure many others have had similar thoughts in the past couple 
of months about how to adapt their own situations to this new temporary reality. 
 
When my wife finished her shift at the hospital, we had a well drilled routine of 
how I would greet her outside, open the car door for her to get out the clean the 
steering wheel and other controls. She would go inside (without touching any door 
handles) and put all of her clothes into the washing machine, then straight upstairs 
into the shower before we let the kids or dog come near her. This was the best 
strategy to keep both her and us safe from a virus we could not see. At times it felt 
as if we were doing a dress rehearsal for a scene from a hospital drama, but it was 
all a small inconvenience to pay for our health. We made sure that we were 
following all of the government advice to the letter, even if others around us were 
not. 
 
When the lockdown began to ease in mid-May, we still stayed with our routine that 
we had carved out in the six weeks prior. We did not think that we should put 
ourselves at risk and also, because of my wife’s job, put others at risk at the same 
time. 
 
We hope the peak of this pandemic has passed so we can start to return to normal 
life, but with a few exceptions: Our children are now well versed in how to properly 
wash their hands and now do it without asking; shopping is now more orderly and 
calmer; when going out for my weekly shop I saw many more families taking to 
bikes than I ever thought possible – I hope some people continue to choose the 
bike instead of the car! Small positives to try and take during a time that has taken 
loved ones and put such a strain on our lives.  
 
 
 

Written by RA 27/05/2020 
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Advertising in the Galmington and Comeytrowe 
News 

Small Ads 20p per word per month 
Whole Page: £40 per month 
Half Page: £20 per month 

Quarter page per month: £10 
Eighth page: £5 per month 

A 10% discount will be allowed on payments made 
for a year in advance 

Cheques should be made payable to ’Galmington 

and Comeytrowe News’.  

THE JULY 2020 ISSUE 
Published on: Friday 3rd July 2020 

Copy must be with the Editor by 9am Friday 19th 
June 2020 

Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 01823 
288474 

Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd, 7 Comeytrowe 
Rise. 01823  252604 

Treasurer: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 
01823 288474 

Printed by Zeralynx 01823 251888 

Galmington and Comeytrowe News: hello@gcnews.co.uk 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 
to 6-00, Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by 

appointment. Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX   
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contacts: 
Lyndsay Smith, Catherine Richards and Marshall Bernhardt  

MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING 
Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps, Boiler Servicing 

and Central Heating, GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470 
 

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing. 
Telephone 01823 275971 Mobile 07939 406099 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  
Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 

  
PAINTING & DECORATING 

Richard Alderman. 
6 Statham Grove, Galmington, Taunton. 

Phone 01823 289196 

Please be aware that the Galmington and Comeytrowe News accepts ads in good 
faith. If you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy your-

self as to their competence and certification. G & C News accepts no liability. 

http://www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
http://www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org/

